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 “It’s a kangaroo!” exclaimed Nessa. As she said the last word, the tan Amorphegg shattered. 
Out leaped a full-sized kangaroo. It stared wildly at the group, then took off into the Forest.

 “Let’s go!” shouted Nessa, already chasing after the animal. But 
Oliver and Jojo shook their heads. “Too tired from the last run with you!”

 “Fine!” Nessa growled, but she was anxious about going back alone 
into the Forest, which could be dangerous. Fortunately, just inside the 
trees she ran into Sani and Pree, who agreed to join her. Together they 
chased after the kangaroo. Nessa thought it might return to its trampled 
nest, but its tracks led deep into the Forest, far past the trails she knew.

 “How much further ‒ oh!” said Pree, as they came to a clearing. The 
kangaroo was hopping around a hexagonal array of marked flagstones.

 “Great, more letter grids!” muttered Nessa as she watched the 
kangaroo hop from letter to letter, spiraling inward. “More spirals!”

 “And more Amorpheggs!” said Sani. He pointed to the central flagstone, where 
a trio of giant eggs wobbled in the breeze. “Wonder what those will be!”

“Hex Hop”
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    D Q
   Z L A J
  B G E I J U
 D W M D N W B W
T L J Z Q V G G D R
N W C O O R I I I L
X S Z G T Z A T Q B
N B R W Z T E J D Q
X G A X F A S C Y A
X O T G J K C H E J
R O B O H H E N M A
E Y I I L U C V U V
C V H X Q R X P H S
I M Z Z P W Y P Q I
 A T R L J T F W
  V O C R M Y
   K D E E
    M T

    H
   O N I
  Z D J D C
 N A S K R O F
I L K M A H Z M I
W R E F B S P M B
P K O P R F Z X A
Y P G O S L C L U
Q V Z S Q T Y E S
K R E B L D Z Q B
Z C B Y M V F Z E
N L S T F Z A O Y
I V C F E T L C T
C W N F I L E E Z
D H Y O H Q K B C
 F P I N J C V
  L D G L J
   Y T N
    W

Near the edge of  the huge grid, the kids find a mysterious sign with these words on it:

A corner start is good for you
to imitate the kangaroo.
against the clock is how to hop
another corner’s where to stop.
that leap of hexes numbered nine
the next one’s eight, and you’ll be fine.
then turn again, and forward seven
in a row of hexes eleven.

now turn and hop forth six, then five
be sure to turn to stay alive.
then four, three, two, and finally one.
you’ve touched ten letters. Now you’re done…
but wait! you’ll do this two times more
to find the words you’re looking for.
they’re all ten letters, naming creatures
inside the eggs this puzzle features.

“Hex Hop”


